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DESIGNER LINE 


TRADEMARK LIBRARY FURNITURE 


DESIGNER LINE Furniture is an entirely 
new concept in library furniture de- LIBRARY BUREAU 


sign. The totally functional, completely Memington. Fand. 


IVEISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 


‘ . 2216 Sth Avenue W., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
from anything you have seen in the 341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 


past. In DESIGNER LINE Furniture, you W711 St. Chertes Ave., Hew Orleans 13, Le. 


will find the superb craftsmanship that Please send me the full-color De- 
signer Line Folder LB760. 


Name 
Title. 


See beautiful full-color illustrations of Address 
DESIGNER LINE Furniture in a new City 
folder. Send the coupon for your copy. 


modern lines are a sharp departure 


has made Library Bureau synonymous 
with quality for over 80 years. 
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THE COVER 

On October 24th, during the 75th 
Anniversary Homecoming Celebration 
at MSCW, the “Beulah Culbertson 
Room” in the library was dedicated, 
and the cover portrait which hangs 
in the room, was unveiled. The room 
was named in her honor by the Mis- 
sissippi Board of Trustees of Institu- 
tions of Higher Learning, and the por- 
trait by Karl Wolfe was presented by 
the Alumnae Association in recogni- 
tion of Miss Culbertson’s 48 years of 
service as librarian at the college. 
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IT’S NEWS TO ME 


MILDRED JAMES, former librarian 
at Pearl River Junior College, Poplar- 
ville, is now head librarian at Arkansas 
Teachers College, Conway, Arkansas. 
MRS. HAZEL Y. POLK, formerly li- 
brarian of Heidelberg High School, is 
now librarian at Pearl River Junior 
College. 


MRS. ELIZABETH O’LEARY, 
MSCW Library science graduate, form- 
erly music librarian for the Air Force 
in Oklahoma, is now music librarian 
for the Memphis Public Library. 


MARY ANN MOBLEY, former Miss 
America, attended the Homecoming re- 
ception held in the library at East Mis- 
sissippi Junior College, October 10th. 


The entire professional staff of the 
Delta State College Library,- attend- 
ed the MLA convention in Jackson, Oc- 
tober 22-24. 


One of the most famous of Jackson 
author EUDORA WELTY’S short sto- 
ries was dramatized recently on tele- 
vision’s, “Camera Three.” The multiple- 
award-winning feature presented Miss 
Welty’s “Why I Live at the P. O.” in 
an original TV adaptation. Actresses 
and actors were: ANNE MEARA, 
DOROTHY RICE, LUCILLE BENSON, 
DONALD MOFFAT, and ROBERTS 
BLOSSOM. Miss Welty herself has re- 
corded the story for Caedmon Records’ 
series of readings by great world 
authors. 


MR. AND MRS. JAMES R. NATION, 
announce the arrival of twin boys, Oc- 
tober 5th, named Jeffrey Robert and 
James Michael. Mrs. Nation, the form- 
er MARGARET HARRIS from West 
Point, a graduate of MSCW and Flori- 
da State College, was formerly on the 
staff of MSU. Her husband is librarian 
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at the Air Force Academy, Coloray 
Springs. 


IDA LOVING, MSCW graduate fron) 
West Point who received her master; 
degree recently from the University o 
Florida at Gainsville is now a refereng 
librarian at the University. 


A new library for East Central Ju. 
ior College at Decatur will be finishe 
early in 1960, according to MISs 
ETHEL BURTON, librarian. 


The second Book Fair, held undef 
the auspices of Beta Chapter of Alph 
Beta Alpha was staged in the MSCW 
Library Science Dept. Dec. 2-5. DORA 
ANN MARQUEZ, treasurer of the fra 


ternity, was in charge of arrangements i 


Several hundred attractive new books 
of interest to children and adults were 


displayed. Other officers of the fre (pblissi 


president, AMANDA BINGHAM and 
CAROLYN WEBB, secretaries. 


MISS BEULAH CULBERTSON has 
been teaching Cataloging and Chil 
dren’s Literature at MSCW this semes 
ter in the absence of MRS. KENNETH 
GATCHEL, called away by illness in 
the family. 


MISS VIRGINIA ROBINSON, assis 
tant Librarian, Mississippi State Col: 
lege for Women Library, Columbus had 
a show of her paintings in Greenwood, 


November 24, under the sponsorship of Bis j 


the Delta Art Association. She also was 
represented at the recent exhibit held 
at the Jackson Municipal Art Gallery. 


MRS. CLAUDIA LANDRUM. libra 
rian at Mississippi College, Clinton, 


LEWIS of Kentwood, Louisiana. 
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MISS. LIBRARY COMMISSION 


ROM THE DESK 
OF THE DIRECTOR 


TME OUT FOR THE HALF 


By 
LURA G. CURRIER 


The whistle has blown. The first 
alf of the game is just over. But any 
ootball fan knows full well that the 
same’s not won and even if our team 
s ahead, one mistake, one break, one 
moment can well change the final 
And that’s something like the way 
Bt is with library coverage for the 
state. The job’s about half done. This 
is not to say that library service in 
fississippi is half way to adequacy. 
Far, far from that! Rather it is to say 
hat “coverage” is the key word rather 
“adequacy.” About half of the 
overage “game” is over; the adequacy 
“season” will extend many, many 
years; the perfection “sport” will never 


 gend. Such is the essence and challenge 


—and perpetuity—of education and 
culture. 

The question we must ask ourselves 
now is: Shall we stop our offensive 
in the middle of the game? 

That is what will happen if the mon- 
ey for library development is stopped 


‘Bat the end of 1961. 


The Library Services Act is sche- 
» Bduled to terminate June 30, 1961. This 
isin the middle of the biennium for 
which the new Legislature convening 
in January will be voting apropria- 
‘ftions. Since no one knows what the fu- 
ture of the Library Services Act will 
be we can afford to proceed only on 
what we do know, viz., that it ends 
in 1961. Therefore, we must turn to 
the state Legislature for whatever 
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there is to be after June 30, 1961 in 
the way of funds for the functioning 
of the Library Commission in library 
development. 

In August, a year before a new bi- 
ennium begins the following July, 
each agency submits a budget request 
based on its estimates of its needs 
for the 2 year period. In September 
and October the Budget Commission 
(composed of the Governor, the 
Chairmen of the House Appropriations 
and Ways and Means Committees, the 
president pro tem of the Senate, and 
the Chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee) meets and works to rec- 
oncile the requests with the anticipat- 
ed income under the present tax struc- 
ture. The results of their fiscal delib- 
erations are published and submitted 
to the Legislature in the form of rec- 
ommendations. When the Legislature 
convenes, the problems of appropria- 
tion come before the Appropriations 
Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. This Committee prepares 
a bill providing the amount of money 
they think each agency should have 
and sends the bill to the Ilouse. When 
passed there it goes directly to the 
Senate Finance Committee and from 
there to the entire Senate. If passed 
exactly alike in both bodies it goes to 

(Continued on page 170) 
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the Governor for his signature, or his 
veto. 

The Appropriations Committee may 
accept the recommendations of the 
Budget Commission or they may in- 
crease or lower the amount. A change 
may be made during the dehate on the 
bill on the floor of the House. The 
Senate Finance Committee, too, may 
change the amount to a larger figure 
or a smaller one, as may the senators 
in their floor debate. If the House and 
the Senate pass a bill reading differ- 
ently it must go to a Conference Com- 
mittee where a compromise is reach- 
ed and then go back through both bod- 
ies again. 


The Library Commission submitted 
a request to the Budget Commission 
for $420,000 for the fiscal period from 
July 1, 1960 through June 30, 1962. De- 
tails of how this sum was determined 
and how it represented not an in- 
crease but rather a continuation of 
the resources we have had from the 
Library Services Act were printed in 
September MLN. The Budget Commis- 
sion recommends rather than the 
$420,000 requested, an appropriation 
for the two years of $207,000. This is 
a $15,000 increase (the first one in 3 
bienniums) over the present biennial 
state appropriation of $192,000. 


If the Legislature adheres to this 
recommendation what will this mean 
to the library program? 


If the U. S. Congress appropriates 
the full $7,500,000 for Fiscal ’61 (the 
last year of the Library Services Act 
and the first year of the new bien- 
nium) we will have to spend $124,140 
of our $207,000 state appropriation to 
get the full $193,061, (Mississippi’s al- 
location from July 1, 1960-June 30, 
1961) leaving only $82,860 for all pur- 
poses for the year from July 1, 1961 
to June 30, 1962. One might well ask 
why, in the event of this catastrophe, 
we do not divide the LSA funds and 
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the state funds equally between th 
two years thereby keeping either yeg 
from such drastic curtailment. Legy. 
ly this can’t be done since the LS 
operates on a 12 month fiscal period 
At this point there seems to be m 
choice except for us to decide whe 
ther we want a continuation of libray 
development until every Mississippian 
has a public library program available 
to him and whether it means enough 
to the cultural and educational wel. 
fare of our state to spend the money 
to have it. 

From January 1, 1959 until this De 
cember issue of MLN reaches its read. 
ers there have been 28 new town ani 
community libraries opened, each com. 
plete with a new quality book colle. 
tion and new and attractive equip 
ment. Any one reading MLN who ha 
ever started from a letter or telephone 
call “How can we have a library?” 
and proceeded (or joined in for any 
part of the trip) to the formal open 
ing and beginning of service knows 
that this record of an average of one 
new library every two weeks for a 
entire year is a phenomenal testimony 
to the interests, energies and concerns 
of many, many Mississippians for the 
educational and cultural aspects of 
their communities. No one extension 
agency could possibly achieve even a 
small percentage of that accomplish- 
ment without vital interest, tremer- 
dous support and hard work from the 
people in the communities. 

There are still 40 counties with no 
bookmobile service; there are 68 in 
corporated towns in the state that have 
no public library service outlet of any 
kind; 21 libraries attempt to give serv- 
ice to entire counties with less than 
$10,000 total annual income for al 
purposes. 94,504 Mississippians live 
in counties with no public library of 
any kind within their borders; 756,078 
more live in places where library serv 


(Continued on page 171) 
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(Continued from page 170) 
ice is so limited as to scarcely merit 
the name. 

The 68 communities without service 
ge no less deserving of assistance 
than the 28 whose libraries reached 
reality in 1959. The 40 counties with- 
gut bookmobile service are as much 
entitled to it as are the 5 counties 
where the Library Commission has 
been able to provide the means for 
getting it started this year. 

We cannot build the kind of library 
service in 1961-62 that we have in 
1957-60 without money. The rest of 
the country, through the Library Serv- 
ices Act, gave us this boost that has 
changed the entire face of library 
service in the state and helped to 
create a veritable renaissance in read- 
ing. They have helped us through the 
first half. 

What about the second half? Can 
we and will we carry the ball our- 
selves for the rest of the game? 


EASY BULLETIN BOARDS 
by 
Robert A. Hein and Esther K. Davis 


A fifty-page booklet intended as a 
“handbook for teachers, librarians and 
all others who are faced with the regu- 
lar task of setting up attractive bulle- 
tin board displays” offers suggestions 
for displays which may be set up in one 
or two hours, by a relatively inexper- 
ienced person with little or no art 
training, with materials easily avail- 
able. 


Chapters include rules for arranging 
a good bulletin board, materials, novel 
effects, illusions of space and examples 
of boards and displays with directions 
for making them. 


It may be had for $1.50 from EASY 
BULLETIN BOARDS, P. O. Box 103, 
Cleveland 21, Ohio. 








Box 4585 
Jackson 6, Miss. 


ITE FOR FOLDER \ 


Specialized Magazine Service for Schools, Libraries, 
and Teachers of the Southern Region 
PATRONIZE A MISSISSIPPI 


ENTERPRISE 
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SURVEY COMMITTEE ON AGING MEETS 


The Adult Education Committee of 
the Mississippi Library Association, 
which has been appointed to do a sur- 
vey on how libraries can meet the 
needs of the aging, met during the 
MLA convention in Jackson. 

Miss Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale li- 
brarian, is chairman of the Commit- 
tee doing the survey. Mrs. C. C. Clark 
of the Mississippi Library Commission, 
is general library chairman for the 
Mississippi Council on the Aging, the 
sponsor of the overall survey. 

The committee laid plans for the 
survey and formulated questionnaire 
material to be presented to all libra- 
rians in Mississippi. 


Members of The Survey Committe 
pose briefly, following a meeting du. 
ing the annual MLA meeting in Jack 


One of 14 survey committees for 
the Mississippi Council on Aging the 
Adult Education Committee, includes: 


Miss Christine Drake, University of 
Mississippi; Miss Frances’ French, 
Jackson Municipal Library; Miss Kath- 
ryn T. Hanley, V. A. Hospital, Gulf- 
port; and Dr. Sykes Hartin, profession- 
al consultant, University of Mississip- 
pi librarian. 

The Mississippi Council of Aging was 
founded three years ago to study the 
needs of older people in Mississippi. 
Other survey committees are: popula- 
tion background; state and local com- 
munity organization; employment; edu- 
cation; recreation; income mainte- 
nance; housing needs of older persons; 
nursing homes and homes for the aged; 
social services; and research, train- 
ing, demonstrations and role of uni- 
versities and colleges. 

Information gathered by the survey 
committee will be compiled and pre- 
sented at the White House Conference 
on Aging which will consider prob- 
lems of the aging on a national level. 





It matters not what you are thought 
to be, but what you are. — Pubilius 
Syrus. 
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ered INHERENT 
°| @ FEATURES 


UF 


ae nen sut see 
PREBOUND BOOKS 


Basically the four features 
shown on the left are 
reasons why you should 
always consider ‘Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound’’ Prebound 
Books before you buy any. 
If there are doubts in 
your mind, we urge you 
to read the various pieces 
of informative literature 
Prepared on the subject 
of these books. It is 
available to you for no 
more than your request 


y-{ on @ post card. We'll send 


you, too, a@ catalog of 
favorite authors and titles. 
Our 40th Year Research- 
ing and Building Better 


Bindings. 
ue. 


w MANUFACTURERS OF 
*"BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PRESOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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NEW MEMBER ON 
COMMISSION STAFF 


EVELYN TACKETT is a new field 
worker for the Mississippi Library 
Commission. A native of Ackerman, 
she is a graduate of Belhaven College 
and holds a degree in Library Science 
from Emory University. 

She has worked in Greenville at the 
William Alexander Percy Memorial Li- 
brary, and is a member of American 
Library Association, Mississippi Li- 
brary Association and Southeastern Li- 
brary Association. 





The time which we have at our dis- 
posal every day is elastic; the passions 
that we feel expand it, those that we 
inspire contract it; and habit fills up 

Evelyn Tackett what remains. — Marcel Proust. 





SOSH SESSSESSCSCESCESEEEE 
, * 


Better 
Protection 
for your books 


ssstssssssssaeeeeee Wit Gaylord Book Jacket Covers 
made of extra heavy 1% POINT MYLAR* 


@ More attractive—edge bind- @ Adjustable—only 6 sizes needed for 
ings not necessary standard hooks 7%”-16” high 
@ Please write for complete information 
*Du Pont trademark for its polyester film 


POCSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSHESSSHSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSSHSSSSEESSSSESSESEEEEESESEEEEEESE 
. 


%p Gaylord Bros., Inc. 


TISRARY Syracuse, N.Y. Stockton, Calif. 


SUPPLIES 
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Children’s Book Week Celebrated Throughout State 


Throughout the state extensive acti- 
vities marked Children’s Book Week. 

In Benton County, the Northeast 
Regional Library held dedication of 
two branch libraries. 


Public Libraries 


Open House was held at the Ash- 
land Library November 1 from 2 to 
4 P.M. and was immediately followed 
with Open House at the Hickory Flat 
Library from 3 to 5 P.M. The opening 
of the two libraries is the culmination 
of years of effort and months of work. 
During the 1959 National Library 
Week, Mrs. Treadwell Aldrich of 
Michigan City gave a tea and invited 
a representative from all the clubs 
and organizations in Benton County in- 
terested in securing library service for 
their county. Mrs. Augusta Richardson, 
Director, Northeast Regional Library, 
Corinth, discussed the possibilities of 
library service in Benton County and 
the best way to start the ball rolling. 

Following a conference with Mrs. 
Lura Currier, Director, Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission, it was decided to 
try a demonstration for a year; the 
results are the co-operative efforts of 
the Mississippi Library Commission, 
the Northeast Regional Library and 
the Benton County Board of Supervi- 
sors. The Benton County Library Board 
are: Miss Jennie Sue Coltharp, Chair- 
man, Hickory Flat, Mississippi, Mrs. 
Treadwell Aldrich, Vice-Chairman, 
Michigan City, Mississippi, Mrs. E. A. 
Autry, Secretary, Hickory Flat, Mis- 
sissippi, Mrs. S. E. Shoup, Reporter 
and chairman of the publicity com- 
mittee, Ashland, Mississippi, Mrs. Cur- 
tis Hines, Benton County Representa- 
tive on the Northeast Regional Library 
Board, Rt. 1, Saulsbury, Tennessee. The 
Librarians are Tuwanna Bennett, Ash- 
land Library, and Mrs. Louise Gadd, 
Hickory Flat Library. 
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First Regional Library celebrate 
Book Week at each of its branch jj. 
braries. In Hernando at the Amm 
Gray Horn Library, Mrs. France 
White, librarian, was hostess to the 
Alice Wingate Kindergarten Clay 
Book Review program wihich was 3. 
tended by parents of the children pre 
senting the reviews and members of 
First Regional Library Headquarter 
staff. 

In Senatobia Public Library, Mn 
Bee Stiffis, librarian, held a ston 
hour program for the two Kindergar. 
ten classes in Senatobia. Bee reported 
the children were delighted with the 
story “Nobody Listens to Andrew” by 
Elizabeth Guilfoile. 

Mrs. Carolyne Smith, librarian of 
both Como and Crenshaw branches of 
First Regional Library, has a most 
attractive book display carrying out 
the theme “Go Exploring in Books’ 
that is appealing to students of al 
ages. 

The Sardis Public Library was open 
all day November 6 and many people 
visited it to see the crafts and hobby 
exhibits displayed there under the di 
rection of Mrs. Mary Aiken, librarian. 

In Batesville Public Library, Mr. 
Edith Nickle, librarian, reported a 
large attendance for the Book Re 
view presented by Mrs. Kyle Miller 
November 4. Mrs. Miller reviewed Ne 
vin Busch’s book “California Street”. 
Refreshments were served to the audi- 
ence by The Woman’s Club, Garden 
Club and Beau Jour Club of Bates 
ville. 

The Oxford Radio Station WSUH has 
publicized the Book Exhibit for Chil 
dren’s Book Week at the Oxford Pub 
lic Library in spot announcements all 
week. Mrs. Annie Wilson, librarian, re 
ports several newcomers to the city 
heard the announcements and came to 
the library to register as borrowers of 
the Lafayette County Branch of the 
First Regional Library. 
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AROUND THE LIBRARIES 


FIRST REGIONAL 
Mrs. Mary Aiken, branch librarian 
at Sardis, and member of First Region- 
al Library staff attended her first MLA 
Convention. It was also Mary’s first 
yisit to our capital city. After a visit 
to the Capitol and Mississippi Library 
Commission, she’s a full-fledged Mis- 
sissippian though a native of the neigh- 
poring state of Arkansas. 
NORTHEAST REGIONAL 

Mrs. Janis Reece, has accepted the 
position of Corinth Librarian. She 
worked with the Northeast Regional 
Library for several years before she 
married; she is a graduate of Missis- 
sippi State College for Women, and 
had worked in the high school library 
in Shaw, Mississippi and the El Paso 
Public Library, El Paso, Texas. 

A new room is being added to the 
Corinth Library, which serves as the 


headquarters of the Northeast Region- 
al Library; the room will house the 
Bookmobile Department with a double 
carport for the bookmobile and the 
station wagon. This will give much 
needed space and facilitate the load- 
ing of the bookmobile and the station 
wagon in bad weather. The contract 
has been given and it is expected that 
the addition will be finished by the 
first of the year. 

On October 9, 1959, a Great Books 
Discussion Group was organized in 
Corinth; the Area Director, Great 
Books Foundation, Southwestern Uni- 
versity, Memphis, Tennessee, directed 
the organization with N. S. Sweat, Jr., 
District Prosecuting Attorney, Corinth, 
Mississippi, as leader. There are thirty- 
eight enrolled in the group and the 
average attendance has been thirty; 
the program has aroused a great deal 


Members of the Nathaniel Jeffries Chapter of the CAR, in costume, as- 
sisted MISS MARGARET GUTHRIE, librarian at the Harriette Person Me- 
— Library, Port Gibson with appropriate exhibits for Patriotic Education 

eek. 
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(Continued from page 175) 
of interest. Plans are being perfected 
to organize a group in Booneville. 
LEE COUNTY 

Mrs. O. T. Trapp, Sr., a staff mem- 
ber of Lee County Library who has 
served as branch librarian of East Tu- 
pelo for more than six years, was 
honored at a chapel program at Law- 
hon School in Each Tupelo during 
Children’s Book Week. Readers pre- 
sented her with a wooden bowl in rec- 
ognition of her service. 

Mrs. Rosemary (Fred) Comer, a re- 
cent graduate and library science 
major of M. S. C. W., is Lee County 
Library’s newest staff member. Mrs. 
Comer works in the circulation depart- 
ment. She also worked as branch li- 
brarian of East Tupelo. 

Lee County Library begins a new 
series of Book Discussions in Novem- 
ber when Dr. Robert B. Holland, of 
Mississippi State University, is leader 
for Faulkner’s “The Bear.” A series 
of eight discussions will follow in co- 
operation with Mississippi State’s de- 
partment of adult education. 

HARRIETTE PERSON MEMORIAL 

PORT GIBSON 

Claiborne County Home Demonstra- 
tion Clubs were helped by the Harri- 
ette Person Memorial Library with 
their second-place winning exhibit on 
“Reading for Information and Recrea- 
tion” at the Miss-Lou. Fair. 


CITY-COUNTY MEMORIAL 
BAY ST. LOUIS 

On October 20, Harnett Kane was 
present for an autographing party 
sponsored by the City-County Memo- 
rial Library of Bay St. Louis. This was 
the last of a series of four special fea- 
tures offered by this library during the 
year. 





Those who know how to win are 
much more numerous than those who 
know how to make proper use of their 
victories.—Polybius. 
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Bill Up to Qualify 


Libraries for Donations 

Of vital interest to public librarig 
is a bill in Congress upon which x. 
tion will probably be taken when the 
86th Congress reconvenes for its se. 
ond session in January, 1960. 

The Senate completed favorable x. 
tion on an amended version of $.1% 
which would make libraries eligible t 
receive donations of surplus personal 
property. The American Library As 
sociation and the Senate sponsors sub. 
mitted evidence to the effect that pub 
lic libraries are educational in nature 
and should be eligible to receive sur. 
plus personal property along with 
schools, colleges, and_ universities. 
Senate report No. 836 recommends that 
“if the words ‘other educational in. 
stitutions’ were incorporated within 
the act, it would then be possible to 
amend existing regulations to permit 
tax supported or publicly owned and 
operated libraries to qualify under the 
donable property provisions.” 

Write your senators and congress 
men and urge support of this bill. 





NOXUBEE COUNTY 

Noxubee County Library has begun 
library service to the Noxubee General 
Hospital. The Macon Pilot Club is 
sponsoring the project. 

Authoress Sara Jenkins, who spent 
three months in Noxubee County last 
spring, sent the library manuscript 
and proof of her last book “Young 
People of the Bible”. 





PAPERBACKS 

There was such widespread interest 
in the program on paperbacks at the 
public library section that those want 
ing hard covers on paperbacks may 
want to write for prices and lists to 
the Central Book Company Library 
Binding Service, 261 Broadway, New 
York 7, N.Y. 
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Elizabeth Jones Heads Public Libraries Section 


New Public Libraries Section of- 
ficers of Mississippi Library Associa- 
tion for 1960 are, left to right: Eliza- 
beth Jones, Mary Sherard, and Elliot 
Thompson. They were elected at the 
October annual meeting. 


Newly elected officers of the Pub 
lic Library Section of the Mississippi 
Library Association are: President, 
Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County Li- 
brary; Vice President, Mary Sherard, 
Vicksburg Public Library; Secretary, 
Elliot Thompson, Pontotoc County Li- 
brary. 

They were elected when the section 
met Saturday morning, October 24th 
in the Hotel Heidelberg in Jackson. 

Program for the section meeting was 
a panel discussion, “The Use of Paper- 
backs in Libraries”, moderated by 
Eleanor Phinney, American Library 
Association. Panel members were Ano- 
na Jenkins, Clarksdale-Coahoma Coun- 
ty Library, Manie Berry, Lee County 
Library, Mrs. Gordon Jones, Green- 
wood-Leflore Public Library, Mrs. 
Vashti Hedderick, Holly Springs Pub- 
lic Library, and Maria Person, Gulf- 
port Carnegie-Harrison County Li- 
rary. 
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Evans Memorial Library Receives Books Donation 


A corner in the Evans Memorial Li- 
brary, while boxes of books are being 
unpacked. The workers are, from left 
to right. Mrs. James Cole, Mrs. Jack 
Mann, Mrs. Rose Harrington, and Lu- 
cille Peacock. 





Great Books Discussion 
Groups Are Organized 


Great Books Discussion Groups are 
flourishing all over Mississippi. Several 
have been organized for a period of 
years. A number are being organized 
for the first time this year. Among 
those sponsoring groups for the first 
time are the Noxubee County Library, 
the Jackson County-Pascagoula City 
Library, and the Rolling Fork Public 
Library. 





I grow old learning something new 
every day. — Salon. 
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When six boxes of books and manv- 
scripts arrived from Charlottesville, 
Virginia it meant extra footsteps for 
the library workers at Evans Memorial 
Library, Aberdeen. Many of the over 
300 books, a gift of H. H. Evans, brother 
of Dr. Evans, were autographed or first 
editions. The subject matter covered 
was varied. Most of the books and 
other materials found their home in 
the Library’s historical and genealog- 
ical collection. 

During a month’s time the other 
book gifts from library friends brought 
the total to 500 books. Many old news 
papers needed for the library files 
were contributed. Old letters, bills, ac: 
count books, and school records were 
added to the manuscript collection. An 
old “cypherin’ book”, kept since 1812, 
and an old diploma awarded by Aber- 
deen Female College in 1859 were do 
nations. 
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BEHIND THE DESK AGAIN 


By 
*Eunice A. Eley 

The College Library Reporter has 
asked me to “write something” about 
Belhaven College Library, Mary Agnes 
Anderson, and how it feels to be back 
at work as a librarian. This is a big 
order that cannot be adequately cover- 
ed in brief space, but I'll try. 

Belhaven College, as you know, is 
a Presbyterian College (co-educational 
since 1954) situated on a beautiful cam- 
pus in east Jackson. We have an en- 
roliment of 250 students. I might say 
choice students, most of them serious 
students, all of them young, many of 
them in love (which adds to the general 
campus excitement). We have a library 
of about 26,000 volumes and we feel 
fortunate in having interlibrary loan 
agreement with Millsaps College and 
with Mississippi College. A large per- 
centage of the students make good use 
of the library. Our secret: In order to 
encourage greater faculty library use 
we have set up a large FACULTY 
TABLE on which will be found the 
latest book reviewing aids and some 
materials that come to the library that 
are of special interest to the various 
departments. I have very efficient help 


*Mrs. Eley, former Director of the 
Mississippi Library Commission, now 
heads the Belhaven College Library, 
Jackson, Miss. 


from the library assistant, Mrs. Lor- 
raine Hawk, who has thirty hours of 
library work at LSU, and from five 
student assistants. 





College Libraries 











Mary Agnes Anderson retired from 
Belhaven College June, 1959, after be- 
ing on the faculty since 1931; first as 
history instructor and, since 1931, as 
librarian. Her education was received 
from MSCW, Columbia University and 
the University of North Carolina. Miss 
Anderson’s scholarship, painstaking 
work and gentle manner have left an 
indelible stamp on the College Library 
and its service. Endless hours of work 
were required to leave a careful and 
complete record of all procedure so 
that the work could be understood and 
carried on by some one else. Since re- 
tiring Mary Agnes has had a long visit 
with friends in the North Carolina 
mountains and has done other travel- 
ing. When asked what she is doing with 
her time she says: “I’m doing as I 
please”; a state which she has earned 
and so justly deserves. 

As for being back at work after three 
years of rest: It’s good to be back on 
this side of the desk again. It just 
“comes natural” to be handling books 


(Continued on page 181) 








Dixie Bookbinding Co. 


E. H. Young, Properietor 


Library Binding - - - Gold Lettering 
Ruling - - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH — DIAL FL 3-1483 — JACKSON, MISS. 








MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


Page 179 








Forrest C. Palmer Is Section Chairman 


By Margarete Peebles 

The members of the College and 
University Section of the Mississippi 
Library Association, in keeping with 
several years’ tradition, held their an- 
nual breakfast meeting on Saturday 
morning of the recent MLA conference 
held in Jackson. The Section had the 
President of the Association, Jeanne 
Broach, as their special guest, with 
several “visitors” present from the oth- 
er sections. Mrs. Evelyn W. Oswalt, 
chairman, presided over the meeting. 

During the business session preced- 
ing the program the following offi- 
cers were elected for the coming year: 
chairman, Forrest C. Palmer; vice- 
chairman, Bethany Swearingen; secre- 
tary, Maurine McInnis. 

A buildings round table answered 
the questions, “What Have We?” The 
panel moderator, Charles Stone, Li- 
brarian of Mercer University, Macon, 
Georgia was introduced by Anna Rob- 
erts. The members of the panel were 
Mrs. Claudia Landrum, Mississippi Col- 
lege, Estelle Sexton, Perkinston Junior 
College, Anna Roberts, Mississippi 





Forrest C. Palmer 
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Southern, and Eleanor Harkins, Delta 
State. Each of the panel members 
represented different phases or types 
of building programs, as buildings ip 
preparation, additions to existing build. 
ings, and new buildings recently oe. 
cupied. 

Presentations were quite realistic re. 
vealing that building ideals are always 
sought, but not always attained. The ep. 
thusiasm of the speakers was such that 
the allotted time for the program ran 
out without giving Miss Harkins her 
due time to report. The program was 
concluded by Mr. Stone who expressed 
his pleasure at visiting with the Asso- 
ciation and hoped that the buildings 
round table would be an aid toward 
better library buildings in the future. 





Faculty Members 


Make Contributions 

Recent contributions of college fac- 
ulty members to various periodicals 
are an addition to Mississippiana as BI 
follows: “The Encouragement of the 
Humanities in Southern Colleges” by 





Dean T. Dan Young (Southern Humani- § agai 
ties Conference, Bull. no. 8, Oct., 1958); § maki 
“Chauntecleer as a Mock Hero of the § men! 


‘Nun’s Priest Tale’” (Miss. Quart., v. 9 ine | 





12, no. 2, Spring, 1959); “Spotlight on § men 
the Dance”, edited by Mrs. Bettie Jane j ook 
Wooten, former faculty member now § “ove 
of Maryland Plantation, Shelby, Miss. § '% t 
(Journal of Health-Physical Education- thre 


Recreation, Oct., Nov., 1958, March, § ac 
May-June, 1959); “To See the Queen”, § Son 
by Eleanor Harkins, (Miss. Lib. News, ro" 
v. 23, no. 3, Sept., 1959). All of these g/m 
faculty members are from Delta State § for 
College; and “Enlarging the Small Col- § the 
lege Library Building: Case History” § * | 
by Bethany Swearingen (The South- 


eastern Librarian, Volume IX, Number N 
3, Fall, 1959). Miss Swearingen is li § sta 
brian at Millsaps College. tru 
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Hinds Junior College Remodels Library 
by 


MRS. GERTRUDE ROWZEE 

The authorities at Hinds Junior Col- 
lege have planned a long range build- 
ing program which includes plans for 









t Mississippi Has 
ird English Workshop 
The third English Workshop was 






grd. Principal speakers and their sub- 


a new, modern library building at some 
future date. In the meantime, library 
quarters are still maintained in the 


tic re. Bjects were: Dr. Charles Noyes, Uni- present library building which houses 
lways versity of Mississippi, “Teaching the in addition to the library, the auditor- 
he en. Essay, its Possibilities for Information, jum, the bookstore, and a few class- 
h that §for Inspiration, for Humor”; Dr. Pat- rooms. Until fairly recently, the li- 
m ran §rick Hogan, Mississippi State Univer- rary also housed the president’s of- 
s her sity, “The Composition”; Dr. Lois Barr fice and the offices of the business 
n was @Miller, Auburn University, 1958-59 Ful- manager and registrar. The former of 
essed bright scholar to East Pakistan, “Teach- fices are being used as the sociology 
Asso- @ing Problems in a Land of Older Cul- room and the biography room. The 
dings Gture and Less Privilege”. former classrooms have been convert- 
»ward | After adjournment for lunch in the eq, one into a room for bound periodi- 


country, Mr. Bill Fegan addressed the 
group on “The Dramatics of Poetry.” 
The workshop at Scooba is like a one 
day “Southern Literary Festival.” Mrs. 
D. L. Williams is librarian. 





cals, another into a room for unbound 
periodicals, and the third into the li- 
brarian’s office. This expansion greatly 
relieves the former congested condi- 
tion of the library. We are looking for- 


> fac- ward, however, to the day when the 
licals dream of a new library with an abund- 
la as BEHIND THE DESK AGAIN ance of room and modern equipment 
the (Continued from page 179) will be realized. 

3” by A new section has been assembled 
mani- again and to have the pleasure of 








in the library, the Mississippi division. 





(958); fj making them available for the enjoy- Books by Mississippi authors have been 

f the § ment of others. During my past work- catalogued as a separate collection. 

t., v. Jing years I looked forward to retire- while we have neither the space for 

it on ment and time to read many of the 4 «,ississippi room” nor sufficient 

Jane § books that I knew only from their number of books to need one, this 

now g covers. It was my greatest pleasure initial step toward our Mississippi col- 

Miss. § © be a library patron for the past jection has been helpful to students 

tion. three years; to have the librarian nq has aroused interest in Mississippi 

arch, § Wackson Public & Library Commis- yviters. 

sen”, # sion) recommend good books, to 

lews, § browse, and to pay over-due fines. Now MITCHELL MEMORIAL 

hese @ I'm a librarian again eagerly looking LIBRARY 

state @ forward to the time when I’ll be on Mitchell Memorial Library at MSU 

Col- § the other side of the circulation desk, },44 an exhibition of French Books on 

ory” § % a reader. Fine Arts, Nov. 2-14, sent by the Cul- 

yuth- tural Services of the French Embassy 

nber No pleasure is comparable to the in order to place copies of current 

s li standing upon the vantage-ground of French books in the hands of Ameri- 
truth— Francis Bacon. can professors and students. 
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MLA’s First Half Century 


Compiled by 
The Historical Committee* 
Beulah Culbertson, Chairman 
PART II 
The 1930's 


“Every community today that wants 
good library service, owes a debt of 
gratitude to the vision and foresight 
of the leaders of the 1930’s who se- 
cured our present library legislation,” 
stated Mrs. Lura Currier in December 
1957 (MLN). Three of these “leaders 
with vision” were Mr. Whitman Davis, 
who continued as president of MLA 
until 1933, and presidents Nannie Rice 
and Anna Roberts, whose regimes 
sponsored movements and legislation 
of importance. 

Focal point of interest for the MLA 
convention held at MSCW in Colum- 
bus, Oct. 23-25, 1930, was the new col- 
lege library building, described at that 
time as “one of the largest and most 
modern buildings of its kind in the 
South.” Sixty-five delegates attended 
plus school officials and visitors from 
Alabama and Tennessee. The conven- 
tion theme, “Public and County Libra- 
ries” was carried out by distinguished 
speakers including, Jesse Cunning- 
ham, Memphis; Miss Lucille Fargo, 
Peabody; Miss Vivian Monies, Clarks- 
dale; Miss Fannie Y. Taber, Monteval- 
lo; Miss Lois Rumph, Hattiesburg; 
Jackson E, Towne, Peabody; Mrs. Anne 
K. Stokes, Greenville. Dr. Edwin Os- 
good Grover, Winter Park, Florida, 
discussed “The Professorship of 
Books” and, “Creative Writing”. Pro- 
fessor L. G. Painter and John Sale, 
Columbus literary lights, were book 
dinner speakers, with Miss Grey Ir- 
ion, presiding. 

The Association voted to bend its 
efforts toward restoring the Library 


* Miss Nannie Rice, Miss Anna Rob- 
erts, Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Miss 
Virginia C. Robinson. 
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Commission budget, which had beep 
cut due to the depression. Officers 
elected were, Mr. Whitman Davis, 
president; Mrs. John Kirk, Jackson, 
vice-president; Miss Lois Rumph, Hat. 
tiesburg, secretary-treasurer. 

As a special treat for the 1931 cop. 
vention in Hattiesburg, Oct. 23-24 
Clatyon Rand, author and Gulfport 
publisher, lectured on Mexico. At the 
book dinner, Mrs. Kate McAlpin Cra 
dy, Mississippi poet, gave humorous 
readings in costume, from her book, 
“Free Steppin”. 

Speakers for the meeting included 
Misses Essie Mae Culver, Purnell Wil- 
son, Tommie Dora Barker, Earline 
White, Ida Herman, Mrs. W. D. Cook, 
Mrs. D. H. Foreman and Dean L. Q. 
Campbell. The Lions Club, the Cham. 
ber of Commerce, and the two Hatties- 
burg colleges extended courtesies to 
the delegates. Officers elected were: 
Mr. Whitman Davis, re-elected presi- 
dent; Miss Hoyland Lee Wilson, 
Clarksdale, vice-president; Miss Lou 
Ada Williams, Jackson,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

During the depression years, meet- 
ings of the MLA were held biennially. 
After Mr. Davis’ retirement from the 
presidency in 1933, Miss Nannie H. 
Rice of A. and M. College, long a 
leader in the state, working closely 
with Mr. Davis, became president. The 
1933 convention, held in Jackson, Nov. 
16-17, was planned to be of special in- 
terest to library trustees and Friends 
of the Library. Featured speakers were 
James A. McMillen of L. S. U.; Jesse 
Cunningham, Memphis; and H. F. 
Brigham, Louisville, Ky. The MLA in- 


(Continued on page 183) 
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structed the president to name a com- 
mittee to study library conditions in 
the state and outline a program of 
improvement. Support was pledged to 
the Library Commission in request- 
ing funds from the Legislature for its 
operation. During the depression of 
1932, Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Secre- 
tary, showed rare courage and de- 
votion to the cause, when she kept the 
work of the Commission going, though 
without state funds. 

In lieu of a state meeting, fifty 
members of MLA attended the joint 
session of the Southeastern and South- 
western Library Associations in Mem- 
phis, Oct. 18-19, 1934. Among those at- 
tending were Miss Nannie H. Rice, 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson and Miss Re- 
na Humphreys. The Mississippians had 
a breakfast meeting during the con- 
vention. Mississippi’s unique library 
service for rural sections under the 
FERA caused Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer 
Marshall, Director of Publicity for the 
ALA, to plan a visit to the state for 
observation of the library set-up. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


WPA FUNDS 
In 1934, federal funds became avail- 


able when the ERA, later the WPA 


Library Project, was begun. At the 
MLA convention in Meridian, Nov. 
21-23, 1935, President Nannie H. Rice 


stated: “This work has done more to 
make Mississippi library minded than 
any other library movement.” Many 
experts were present to discuss and 
promote the project, including Dr. 
Wayne Allison, State Administrator of 
WPA; Miss Mary U. Rothrock of the 
TVA, who spoke on “Library Develop- 
ment in Mississippi;’ Miss Tommie 
Dora Barker of the ALA whose talk 
on “Library Planning in the Southern 
States” emphasized state aid, state 
wide library service, certification of 
librarians, service for the handicap- 
ped, school library supervisors, devel- 
opment of citizen interest. Miss Eliz- 
abeth Robinson, Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission and Director of the 
WPA Project, and her six regional 
directors, participated in a panel dis- 
cussion, led by Miss Ethel Payne, Di- 
rector of the WPA Women’s Division, 
on “Means of cooperation between es- 
tablished library agencies and the 
WPA Program.” Miss Willie Welch, 
University of Alabama, discussed 
“School Library Problems” for the 
School Libraries Section. A working 
plan for library development in Mis- 
sissippi prepared by the Library Com- 
mission with the aim of improving all 
types of libraries was adopted by the 
Association. 

Mrs. Thomas L. Bailey presided at 
the book dinner, which featured Dr. T. 
T. Bracklin, Associate Professor of 
English at Mississippi State College, 
whose topic was “Southern Life 
Through Fiction.” Reviews of Rylee’s 
“Deep Dark River’, Campbell’s “Come 
In At The Door”, Young’s “Feliciana”, 
Glasgow’s “Vein of Iron”, were given 
by Miss Oliver Noncrief, Miss Mary 

(Continued on page 184) 
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Pearl Sneed 


(Continued from page 183) 
Agnes Anderson, and Mrs. George T. 
Buckley. Miss Sara Smith of the Uni- 
versity High School Library, invited 
all librarians not over thirty-five years 
of age to attend the organization 
luncheon for Junior librarians on Nov. 
17th. 

Officers elected were: Miss Nannie 
H. Rice, re-elected president; Miss Zai- 
dee Neild, Vicksburg, vice-president; 
Miss Vivian Monies, Clarksdale, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

The 1937 biennial meeting of MLA 
in Vicksburg Nov. 46, offered oppor- 
tunity for revising both the 1935 plan 
for library development and the Con- 
stitution. The word “annual” was sub- 
stituted for “biennial” in the Consti- 
tution and Section VI was added to 
the bylaws to read: “The Executive 
Board shall make provision for sec- 
tional group meetings when deemed 
advisable.” 

At the opening session the late 
Judge Harris Dickson, Mississippi au- 
thor, spoke on the topic, “The Vicks- 
burg Military Park and Early Days on 
the Mississippi.” Out-of-state speakers 
for the meeting included: Mr. James 
McMillen, LSU; Judge Modisette, Lou- 
isiana Library Commission; Miss Mary 
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Rothrock, Library Supervisor of the 
TVA, and Mr. Charles Stone, pregj. 
dent of SELA, whose topic was “Lj. 
brary Aims and Objectives for the 
Southeast.” Miss Elizabeth Robinson 
directed a session on the WPA Library 
Project. 


DRAFTED LIBRARY LAWS 


At the business session the Assgo. 
ciation sponsored plans for changing 
the method of electing the state jj. 
brarian whose qualifications at the 
time were that she be twenty-one and 
a resident of the state for two years, 
The program to be presented to the 
State Legislature in 1938 outlined by 
Miss Pearl Sneed, Secretary of the 
Library Commission, was adopted as 
follows: passage of a state law for 
county and regional libraries; state 
certification, not affecting the status 
of present librarians; increased sup- 
port of the Library Commission; and 
state aid for libraries. Miss Harriette 
Amanda Person, who died Oct. 18, 
1937, after serving for more than 25 
years as founder and organizer of the 
Claiborne County Library, was mem- 
orialized by the Resolutions Commit: 
tee in the following words: “Where. 
as, Miss Harriette Person has render- 
ed a distinctive work in the field of 
library service; resolved that we keep 
the image of Miss Harriette Person be 
fore us as our ideal and strive to walk 
in her steps.” 

Speakers and their subjects at the 
book dinner with Miss Beulah Cul 
bertson, MSCW, presiding, were: Mr. 
James A. McMillen, LSU, “Treasure 
Hunting in Mississippi”; Dr. Charles 
R. Johnson, Blue Mountain College, 
“Contemporary Mississippi Writing”; 
Miss Virginia Sneed, Vicksburg High 
School, “Irwin Russell’. 

Officers elected were Miss Anna 
Roberts, State Teacher’s College, Hat- 
tiesburg, president; Mrs. John Kirk, 
librarian of the Jackson Public Libre 


(Continued on page 185) 
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(Continued from page 184) 
ry, vice-president; Miss Merle Carter, 
librarian Brookhaven High School, 
secretary-treasurer. 

President Anna Roberts called a 
‘special session” Nov. 3-5, 1938 at Bi- 
loxi because of the need to consider 
the Citizen’s Library Movement and 
the State Legislative plan for 1940 
stressing state aid, certifications, and 
development of a better library sys- 
tem throughout the state. Resolutions 
were adopted favoring federal aid for 
libraries together with plans to take 
advantage of such aid if it became 
available, and the MLA pledged con- 
tinued support of the Citizen’s Libra- 
ry Movement which was inaugurated 
at the afternoon session of November 
4th. Judge S. B. Berry of Hattiesburg 
was appointed state chairman of the 
movement whose chief aims were to 
arouse citizen interest in eradicating 
inequalities in education in the state 
due to inadequate library facilities; 
to enlist public opinion to support the 
library legislative program of 1940 
with state aid for free public library 
service and certification of librarians. 


ROSS A. COLLINS 


Mississippi’s Representative Ross A. 
Collins, one of the twenty persons 
granted honorary membership in the 
ALA during a sixty-two year period, 
spoke at the opening session on his 
plan to establish five regional bran- 
ches of the Library of Congress to be 
located in New York City, Chicago, 
Denver, San Francisco and Memphis. 
It was largely through Mr. Collins’ ef- 
forts that the 3000 volume Vollbehr 
collection including incunabulae and 
a Gutenberg Bible, was bought for the 
Library of Congress, and his name will 
always be remembered gratefully by 
American librarians. 

Speaking on the main convention 
themes during the session were Mr. 
J. 0. Modisette, Chairman of the Lou- 
isiana Library Commission on the 
subject, “The Citizen’s Library Move- 
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Mrs. Eunice Eley 


ment”, and a group composed of Miss 
Nannie H. Rice, George Power, R. H. 
Watkins and Miss Pearl Sneed on the 
subject, “The State Legislative Pro- 
gram.” 

At the School Library Section meet- 
ing, Miss Hoyland Lee Wilson led the 
panel discussion with Mr. John Hall 
Jacobs, New Orleans, and E. R. Jobe, 
Jackson, participating. 

Dr. William McCain, Director of the 
Dept. of Archives and History, pre- 
sided at the book dinner whose chief 
speakers were the famous Southern 
novelist Roark Bradford, and Dr. B. I. 
Wiley, author of “Southern Negroes 
of 1861-65.” 

The same officers remained in of- 
fice as this was a “special session” un- 
der the constitutional provisions still 
in effect. 

In 1939, the MLA continued to work 
for the 1940 Legislative program at the 
annual meeting, held in Greenville. 
Nov. 9-11. Miss Essie Mae Culver of 
the Louisiana Library Commission was 
principal speaker for the opening ses- 
sion. Other speakers and their sub- 
jects were: President Paul M. West. 

(Continued on page 186) 
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Sunflower Junior college, “Trends in 
Literature”; Rabbi Samuel A. Robino- 
witz, Greenville, “Contributions of the 
Jews to Literature”; Dr. William Mc- 
Cain, “Mississippiana”; Mr. Whitman 
Davis, librarian, University of Missis- 
sippi, “The Library Commission”; Miss 
Nannie H. Rice, Mississippi State Col- 
lege, “The Southern Association Check 
List of Reference Books”; Miss Ethel 
Payne, WPA, “The WPA and Library 
Progress.” Miss Pearl Sneed, Secre- 
tary of the Library Commission dis- 
cussed planning for state-wide library 
service, and after she explained the 
necessity of a constitutional amend- 
ment for carrying out the legislative 
program, such an amendment was read 
and approved. Mr. Davis’ motion ask- 
ing the president to send a message to 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson commending 
her for well-rendered service was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Herschel Brickell was the prin- 
cipal book dinner speaker. On Armis- 
tice Day, at the last session, the sec- 
retary read a paper by Mr. Robert 
England on “How the librarian can 
help make America safe for democra- 


” 


cy. 
THE 1940's 

The decade of the 1940’s was a per- 
iod of intensive work by the State 
Planning Committee, backed in its pro- 
gram by the endorsement of the MLA. 
The two subjects of paramount im- 
portance presented at the 1940 meet- 
ing in Jackson, Nov. 14-16, were: Cer- 
tification and state aid. Bills to effect 
these were being prepared for pres- 
entation to the state legislature in 
1942. Meanwhile Senators Pat Harri- 
son of Mississippi and Thomas of Utah, 
were supporting a bill for federal aid 
for libraries. Experimental County li- 
braries had been organized in Gren- 
ada, Alcorn and Union counties, and 
the WPA bookmobile was just getting 
into high gear in its third week of 
operation. 
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Miss Julia Wright Merrill, Chief of 
the Public Library Division of the 
ALA, opened the first general session 
with a discussion of “Our Responsgi. 
bility in the National Defense Pr. 
gram”, advancing the theory that jp 
times of turmoil the library can cop. 
tribute to the general morale by fur. 
nishing reading matter for diversion 
as well as for understanding what js 
going on in the world. Mr. Robert Eng. 
land’s speech on “The Regional Writ. 
er and His People,” suggested that 
economic problems regarding families 
of the South furnish underlying fact. 
ors for some Southern writers. Miss 
Tommie Dora Barker outlined the pur. 
pose of certification for librarians in 
four points: it would improve library 
standards through personnel; keep un. 
qualified people from appointments: 
protect the library, the trustees and 
the public; and help to make librarian. 
ship a profession. Mrs. Carroll Bishop, 
Secretary of the Arkansas Libraty 
Commission talked on state aid, and 
Miss Julia Wright Merrill led a panel 
discussion on the same subject. 

Final highlight of the convention 
was the book dinner with Mr. James 
Street, famous Mississippi author, as 
speaker. 

Officers elected were: Dr. William 
D. McCain, president; Miss Emma Joe 
Alexander, Scooba, vice - president; 
Miss Catherine Ball, Jackson, secre 
tary-treasurer. 

“There will never be any real and 
lasting progress until the librarians 
of the state actually engage in posi- 
tive co-operative efforts toward secur: 
ing more and better libraries, larger 
appropriations for books, and more 
readers for books.” This pronounce 
ment by Dr. W. D. McCain, president 
of MLA, furnished the mood for the 
1941 session at Biloxi, Nov. 13-15, with 
its continuing purpose of formulating 
plans for the development of library 
service in Mississippi. President Mc- 

(Continued on page 187) 
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(Continued from page 186) 


Cain further stated that “Democracy 
is dependent upon an informed pub- 
lie”, as he urged every librarian to 
influence legislators to favor the li- 
prary legislative program for 1942. 
This program as presented by Miss 
Frances Davis, Legislative Chairman, 
included $50,000 annually for state aid; 
$20,000 for the Library Commission; 
certification of librarians; provision 
for a State Supervisor of School Li- 
brary Service and a _ constitutional 
amendment to Section 106 of the Con- 
stitution requiring the State Libra- 
rian to have in addition to a certifi- 
cate in Library Science, three years 
experience in an administrative posi- 
tion. This report was adopted by the 
Convention. 


The next subject presented was 
“The Librarian and Democracy,” in- 
spiringly interpreted by Miss Essie M. 
Culver in her address, “Planning to 
Make Democracy Work.” She pointed 
out that library service must keep pace 
with the changing sciences, industries, 
agriculture and family life to help peo- 
ple meet changing social conditions. 


Other subjects presented were: “His- 
tory and Recent Developments of the 
University Library,” by Mr. Whitman 
Davis; “Camp Library Service,” by 
Privates Morse and Rehrenat of Camp 
Shelby; “Present Trends in College 
Library Service in the Southern 
States,” by Mr. James A. McMillen; 
‘Library Work With Children,” by 
Mrs. Maude Adams, Memphis; “Coun- 
ty Library and School Library Serv- 
ice,” by Miss Rosalie Savery who used 
the recently organized Lee County 
Library as an example; “Library Work 
With Children From a School Libra- 
tian’s Viewpoint,” by Miss Rosalie 
Chapman. 


Mr. Harry Lee, second winner of the 
Bohnenberger Medal for his book, 
FOX IN THE CLOAK, was the book 
dinner speaker. 
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DR. W. D. McCAIN 


Officers elected were: Dr. William 
D. McCain, re-elected president; Miss 
Emma Jo Alexander, vice-president; 
Miss Lola Calhoun, secretary-treasur- 
er. 


This session was termed the 25th 
meeting of the MLA or the half-way 
mark in its fifty years. 


President McCain announced that 
there would be no meeting of the As- 
sociation in 1942 due to the request of 
the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion, and he urged every member to 
direct intensive efforts toward win- 
ning the war, in his letter of October 
1942 (MLN). 

Miss Pearl Sneed presided over the 
one-day meeting held in Jackson, De- 
cember 3, 1943, as the president, Dr. 
McCain was serving in the armed for- 
ces, and Miss Emma Jo Alexander, 
vice-president, was serving as Post Li- 
brarian at Camp Van Dorn, Missis- 
sippi. Miss Julia Wright Merrill from 
the ALA discussed post-war standards 
for public libraries. Governor-elect 
Thomas L. Bailey urged librarians to 
work for legislation that would give 
librarians professional recognition. He 
challenged librarians to provide more 
Mississipi material in libraries and 
called them “torch bearers of good 
will.” 

The following recommendations of 
the Legislative Committee were re- 
ported by the Chairman, Miss Frances 
Davis and approved by a vote of the 
delegates: $6,000 increase for the Li- 
brary Commission, making a total of 
$17,000 for the next biennium, 1944- 
46; $150,000 state aid for public libra- 
ries; certification of librarians; con- 
stitutional amendment requiring state 
librarian to be a graduate of a stand- 
ard library school, and have three 
years administartive experience. Miss 
Pearl Sneed was elected to represent 
the state on the ALA Council. 


(Continued on page 188) 
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A symposium of “Libraries today 
and tomorrow” was presented by a 
six member panel of educators and li- 
brarians. 

Officers elected were: Miss Eleanor 
Harkins, MSCW, president; Mrs. Ger- 
trude Rowzee, Raymond, vice-presi- 
dent; Miss Lucile Miller, West Point, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of 
Libraries, University of Alabama, 
made the key-note address on the 
theme, “The Library and the Commun- 
ity,” when the Association convened in 
Jackson, Oct. 19-20, 1944. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


Two resolutions were passed at the 
business session, one endorsing the 
work of the Commission under the 
very capable direction of Miss Pearl 
Sneed; and the other, favoring the As- 
sociation’s sponsoring activities in be- 
half of state aid for Mississippi libra- 
ries and increased appropriation for 
the Commission. Two important mo- 
tions were carried in regard to a 
change in the Constitution and bylaws. 
One was relative to changing the term 
of electing officers to two years; the 
other concerned voting requirements 
for a change in the Constitution, so 
that the Constitution might be amend- 
ed at any regular meeting by a two- 
thirds vote provided that the proposed 
revision be approved by the Execu- 
tive Board and submitted to the mem- 


bers one month before the regular 
meeting. 

Mrs. Bailey presided at a session 
whose theme again was, “The Library 
and the Community,” discussed by a 
panel composed of Miss Sneed, Dr. 
Tullye Borden Lindsey, Mrs. Emma 
Lindsey, Mrs. D. R. Jenkins, Mr. Kir. 
by Walker, and Dr. Stanley Hoole. 

Reports of the Committees for Leg. 
islation, Minimum Standards for Coun. 
ty Libraries, and Revision of the Mis. 
sissippi State Constitution were again 
endorsed by the Association. 

The Association was entertained at 
a tea by Mrs. Bailey at the Governor's 
mansion. 

(To Be Continued) 





He who is of a calm and happy na 
ture will hardly feel the pressure of 
age, but to him who is of an opposite 
disposition youth and age are equally 
a burden. — Plato. 
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Perseverance is more prevailing 
than violence; and many things can- 
not be overcome when they are to 
gether, yield themselves up when 
taken little by little—Plutarch. 


4). 
vv 


There is no man so good who, were 
he to submit all his thoughts and ac- 
tions to the laws, would not deserve 
hanging ten times in his life.—Michel 
de Montaigne. 








Check these advantages: 
Liberal Discounts 
Immediate Delivery 
One Stop Service 


LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 


Prepaid Shipments 
Excellent Prebounds 
Large Inventories 








Send for your free copy of our new 1960 catalog just off the press. 
Remember “Service” is our middle name 


LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 
19 West Main Street Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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SLAM Meets in Jackson 


The seventh annual state convention 
of the Student Library Assistants of 
Mississippi was held in Jackson No- 
yember 7, with members of the Central 
High School library club as hosts. 

High point of the meeting was a talk 
by Rubel Phillips, former member of 
the state Public Service Commission, 
who told his young audience that the 
man who reads is the man who leads. 
He stressed the fact that even in the 
space age reading makes the man and 
encouraged them to seek the truth and 
knowledge that will remain unchanged 
throughout eternity. 

Representatives of 59 schools attend- 
ed the conference and participated in 
the conferences. 





Newton high school won first place 


in the poster competition and Long 
Beach had the best scrapbook. 








Sehool Libraries 








At the close of the meeting officers 


were elected for the coming year. 








Officers of the School Libraries 
Section of the Mississippi Library 
Association are elected at the an- 
nual spring meeting of the Missis- 
sippi Education Association. 











Officers of SLAM, elected at the recent meeting in Jackson are: from left to 


right: LINDA SELLERS, Brookhaven, president; JOANNE GILLESPIE, Canton, 
vice president; (standing) IDA SUE SMITH, Gulfport, secretary; EDNA RUTH 
HUMPHRIES, Yazoo City, treasurer; HILDA BULLOCK, Jackson, reporter. 
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ADA McCAA, former instructor in 
Library Science in Peabody College 
Library school, has joined the staff of 
the State Department of Education as 
supervisor of library services. 

A native of Lorman, she is a grad- 
uate of Hinds Junior College and 
holds a Master of Arts in Library 
Science from George Peabody College 
for Teachers, Nashville. She has been 
librarian at Carr Central High School 
in Vicksburg. 





There is no witness so dreadful, no 
accuser so terrible as the conscience 
that dwells in the heart of every man. 

— Polybius. 


— ' 
Vv 





The harvest of old age is the recol- 
lection and abundance of blessings pre- 
viously secured. — Marcus Tullius 
Cicero. 





The Editorial Board of the MISSISs. 
SIPPI LIBRARY NEWS takes this op. 
portunity to THANK the following 
companies for advertising with us for 
the year 1959. 

Baptist Book Store 

Charles M. Gardner and Company 

Colonial Book Service 

F. E. Compton & Company 

Dixie Bookbinding Company 

Emporium 

Estey Corporation 

Follett Library Book Company 

Gaylord Brothers, Inc. 

Hotel Heidelberg 

The H. R. Huntting Company, Inc. 

The Jenkins Book Company, Inc. 

Library Service Company 

McClurg & Company 

The Mid-South Magazine Agency 

Mississippi Filmstrips, Inc. 

Mississippi Power and Light Com- 

pany. 

Mississippi School Supply Company 

New Method Book Bindery, Inc. 

New Orleans News Company 

Remington Rand 

Siler’s, Inc. 

Southern Library Bindery Company 

Subscription Service Company 

Tuscaloosa Library Bindery 

Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 

World Book Encyclopedia 

Your interest has been GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. We hope that you 
will continue to advertise with us in 
1960. 


MARGARETE PEEBLES 
Business Manager 
State College, Mississippi 
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LIBRARY FURNITURE 


Mid-Century Innovator Tables — 
Chairs — Charging Desks — Shelving 
Write for our Special Library Catalog 


MISSISSIPPI! SCHOOL SUPPLY COMPANY 


Jackson, Mississippi 
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Special Librarians Elect Marie Spivey 


The Special Library Section of the 
Mississippi Library Association met on 
Saturday, October 23, at the Heidel- 
berg Hotel in Jackson. 


Special Libraries 


Kenneth Cameron, Assistant Chief, 
Reader Services, Air University Li- 
brary, Maxwell Field, Alabama, dis- 
cussed various methods and means of 
photoduplication. 

At the close of the meeting the fol- 
lowing officers were chosen for the 
coming year: Chairman, Marie Spivey, 
Assistant Librarian, Research Center 
Library, U. S. Army Engineers Water- 
ways Experiment Station, Vicksburg; 
vice chairman, Mrs. Reba T. Sowell, 
Veterans Administration Center Li- 
Marie Spivey brary, Biloxi and Mrs. Elizabeth M. 
Garrett of the Waterways Experiment 
Station as secretary. 

















MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS 
V Check The Following: 
V Certified Binding 
V Best Grades of Materials 


V Volumes Correctly Arranged 
V Prompt Delivery 


IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING ALL OF THE ABOVE 
FOR YOUR LIBRARY CHECK WITH THE 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 


P. O. Box 214 910 - 25th Ave. 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 
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Trustee Profiles—Mrs. M. M. Foster 


Mrs. M. M. Foster—the Helen Foster 
who put libraries on the map in Lee 
County—has received recognition as 
an active member of the Mississippi 
Library Association and as an out- 
standing trustees ever since she launch- 
ed one of Mississippi’s first county- 
wide bookmobiles twenty years ago. 

During these years Mrs. Foster has 
attended the Mississippi Library As- 
sociation regularly and the Southeast- 
ern Library Association several times. 


In 1946 Mrs. Foster was guest speaker 


at the Mississippi Library Association 
luncheon. She spoke on the subject 
“The Responsibility of a Library Trus- 
tee”. 

She has received recognition from 
many groups. She was honored by 
Tupelo literary clubs and ccmmunities 
of Lee County in 1947 with a tea as 
founder of the library movement. 
Special recognition was given Mrs. 
Foster’s work in 1949 when she was 
named “Outstanding Library Trustee” 
by the Mississippi Library Association. 
She was chosen “Woman of the Year” 
in Lee County in 1948 because of her 
contribution to educational, cultural, 
and civic development of Tupelo and 
Lee County. In April 1959 again she 
was honored when the Pilot Club and 
the Woman’s Club presented a picture 
of Mrs. Foster during the Dedication 
of the new Library Addition to be 





Mrs. Helen Foster 


hung in the library and special tribute 
was paid to her. 

Today the name of Helen Foster is 
synonomous with Lee County Library, 
as she continues to think, plan, and 
to work for the advancement of Ili- 
braries. 


NB This is the first of a proposed 
series of “profiles” of trustees of Mis- 
sissippi to introduce them to their fel- 
lows. You are urged to send informa 
tion on your own trustees for this 
series. 





individuals, etc. 





For personalized service and dependable performance send your 
library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
600 Magazine Street 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 


No order is too large or too small for us to handle. We try to obtain 
every title requested, even those issued by little known publishers, 
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Mayor John Holland Is Trustees’ Speaker 


The Trustees Section of the M. L. A. 
met for a business luncheon on Fri- 
day, October 23, 1959, in the Rose 
Room of the Hotel Heidelberg, Jack- 
son, Mississippi. Thirty trustees at- 





Trustees’ Section 











tended. 

Mayor John Holland of” Vicksburg 
was the guest speaker. He spoke on 
the subject, “The Importance of a 
Growing Library in a Growing Com- 
munity.” He stated that a library pro- 
motes two rights — the right to read 
and the right to choose; that the li- 
brary contains the diary of the hu- 
man race and is the arsenal of truth. 
He said a successful library must have 
four things which spell LIFE. 

L. Look ahead, set sights high. 

I. Interest in community. 

F. Faith in services library can give. 
E. Enthusiasm. 

Following this talk Dr. Floy Jack 
Moore, Chairman of the Department 
of Psychiatry, University Medical Cen- 
ter, gave a demonstration film pro- 
gram, using films provided by Missis- 
sippi Association for Mental Health. 

New officers elected to serve the 
Trustee Section for 1959-60: Chairman 
—Mrs. Gordon White, Bailey, Merid- 
ian Library Board; vice-chairman—Mr. 
E. W. Clinton, Monticello, Lincoln- 
Lawrence Regional Library; secretary 
— to be announced later. 

Chairman-elect for the Trustees Sec- 
tion, Berta Lee White, brings a wide 
and varied background of community 
service to this new office. In addition 
to her service as a trustee of the Meri- 
dian Public Libraries, she has been 
active in the work of Community De- 
velopment Club; Home Demonstra- 
tion Club, local and state; Farm Bu- 
reau, of which she is State Chairman 
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for Women’s Work; Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club; State Mental 
Health Association; Easter Seal Cam- 
paign; state board of American Cancer 
Society; her church; and as an adult 
4-H Club worker. 

Last summer she served as Missis- 
sippi‘s first official delegate to the 
American Association of Library Trus- 
tees. 

She has three daughters, one son, 
and six grandchildren. Her youngest 
daughter went to Ireland in 1954 as 
an International Farm Youth Ex- 
change Student. Her son was twice a 
national winner in 4H Club work. 
Both have represented the state in 4-H 
Club activities. 





THANKS TO DR. NUNAN 
From all Trustees sincere apprecia- 
tion and thanks to Dr. T. Russell Nu- 
nan for his fine leadership and his 
contribution in making the Trustees 
Section an active and articulate divis- 
ion of M. L. A. 








Mrs. Gordon White 
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MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTIES 
Added May 8, 1959 through 
November 6, 1959 


Adams: Currie, Mrs. Warren H.; 
Gralow, Elenora. 

Attala: Allen, Mrs. Percy; Boyd, Mrs. 
B. B.|; Pender, Jake; Mid-Mississippi 
Regional Library. 

Bolivar: Catchings, Mrs. Cora Lee; 
Rayner, Mrs. Ira C.; Smith, Mrs. Esco; 
Outlaw, Bobby T. 

Claiborne: Wilson, Mrs. Ray. 

Clarke: Gunn, Mrs. Wilma. 

Clay: Combs, Mrs. Lois (J. J.). 

Covington: Leonard, Mrs. Lucy M. 

DeSoto: M. Vernadine, Sister O. S. F. 

Forrest: Grashot, Elizabeth; Hatties- 
burg Public Library; M. Loyola, Sister; 
Martin, Margaret A. 

Hinds: Brent, H. A.; Capital Area 
Regional Library; Corban, Mrs. Ada 
Foote; Everette, Mrs. Priscilla; Hanna, 
Sybil Ann; Hinton, Mrs. Annie Bess; 
Hogue, Carol; McCaa, Ada; Ramsey, 
Mrs. Jane V.; Reid, Hope; Roberts, 
Ramsey W.; Tackett, Evelyn; Williams, 
E. Louise. 

Holmes: Dorsett, Mrs. Mabel N. 

Jackson: Colmer, Margaret 

Jasper: Polk, Mrs. Hazel T. 

Jefferson: Groome, Mrs. T. P., Jr. 

Jones: Touchstone, Mrs. W. W. 

Lafayette: DeLoach, Donna Whitten; 
Seales, Lillian S. 

Lamar: Pylant, Yuba 

Lauderdale: McElroy, Mrs. James A.; 
Mosley, Mrs. S. C.; Weems, Albert, Jr. 

Lee: Erck, Frankie 

Leflore: Itta Bena Public Library; 
Smith, Mrs. C. L. 

Lowndes: Gatchell, Mrs. Kenneth; 
Weaver, Mrs. Eunice H. 

Marion: Lampton, Thad B., Jr. 

Monroe: Howell, Mrs. Horace 

Montgomery: Land, Mrs. W. K. 

Newton: Watts, Mrs. W. W. 

Noxubee: Bishop, Dr. J. W.; Persons, 
O. B. 
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Pearl River: Jenkins, Mrs. Geraldine. 

Pike: McComb Public Library. 

Pontotoc: Pontotoc High School Li- 
brary 

Rankin: Everett, Mrs. W. E. 

Sharkey: Shropshire, Mrs. R. C. 

Sunflower: Hamilton, F. H., Jr.; Le- 
wis, Morris, Jr.; Neill, Betty; Pitts, 
Mrs. T. M. 

Union: Gatlin, Mrs. Curtis 

Warren: Crowther, Mrs. Charles; 
Skelton, Mrs. Martha B.; Thomas, Mrs. 
Joy O. 

Washington: Andrews, Mrs. Barbara 
H.; St. Joseph High School, Green- 
ville. 

Winston: Brown, Mrs. R. C.; Fulton, 
Mrs. Wayne; McMillin, Mrs. Frank; 
MeNeil, Mrs. Maxine; Suber, Mrs. Dor- 
is. 

Out-of-State: Drake, W. S. (Dallas— 
Estey Co.); Gaylord Bros., Inc. (Carroll 
S. Edgar, Monroe, La.); Tolbert, J. T. 
(Atlanta—National Library Bindery); 
Trinkner, Charles L. (Pensacola). 





Good: sense is of all things in the 
world the most equally distributed, for 
everybody thinks himself so abundant- 
ly provided with it, that even those 
most ‘difficult to please in all other 
matters do not commonly desire more 
of it than they already possess.—Dene 
Descartes. 


a 
a 


Remember this — That very little 
is needed to make a happy life. — 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. 


r= 
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Faith without good works is dead. 
—Miguel De Cervantes. 








Qe 
vv 


The very spring and root of honesty 
and virtue lie in the felicity of light- 
ing on good education. — Plutarch. 
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Convention Sessions Include 

Dr. W. D. McCain, President of Mis- 
sissippi Southern College, spoke before 
the first general meeting of the 50th 
Anniversary convention of MLA in 
Jackson October 22-24. 

He called upon state library officials 
to continue their efforts until all citi- 
zens understand the deficiencies of 
men without books. 

“We have made great progress dur- 
ing the past two decades largely be- 
cause of the unselfish, enlightened and 
dedicated service of members of the 
association,” Dr. McCain said. 

Using the title “The Past Looks to 
the Future” for his address, Dr. Mc- 
Cain told his audience following a 
buffet supper that “Since we have 
made great strides forward and have 
gained confidence in ourselves, there 
is every reason to believe that library 
service will continue to grow and ex- 
pand in this state.” 

Dr. McCain entertained and inspired 
the audience with his accounts of ear- 
lier days of the association. Many hum- 
orous incidents were recalled in his 
most interesting address. It was illu- 
minated by figures dealing with the 
remarkable increase in appropriations, 
personnel and volumes recorded in the 
state in the past two decades. He was 
introduced by Mrs. Mary Jo Magee 
of Mississippi Southern College. 

Jeanne Broach, retiring president of 
MLA, recognized many of the leaders 
of MLA who had been members for 
25 years or longer. Yellow roses were 
presented to members in long stand- 
ing as they were introduced to the 
assembly. Those who were members 
of the Mississippi Library Association 
as early as 1935 included: Mrs. Eunice 
Alexander Eley, Mary Agnes Ander- 
son, Ruth Archer, Mena Blumfeld, 
Lola Calhoun, Beulah Culbertson, Mrs. 
M. P. Derden, Lauren Rogers Memor- 
ial Library, Eleanor Harkins, Houston 
Public Library, Mrs. Martha Lagroner, 
Yazoo City High School, Meridian Pub- 
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Speeches, Panel Discussion 

lic Library, Meridian High School-Mu- 
nicipal Junior College, Mrs. Frank 
Oswalt, Elizabeth Reynolds, Nannie 
Rice, Anna Roberts, Elizabeth Robin- 
son, Virginia Robinson, Mrs. Gertude 





Miss. Library Asociation 








Rowzee, University Library, Tillie 
Webb, West Point Public Library. 

Revision of bylaws was the topic of 
the second general meeting held Fri- 
day morning in the Victory Foyer, 
Hotel Heidelberg. One of the major 
changes was that officers will be elect- 
ed to serve a one year term instead 
of a two year term. 

A panel discussion moderated by 
Eleanor Phinney, Executive Secretary, 
Adult Service Division and Association 
of Hospital and Institutional Libraries, 
American Library Association, con- 
sidered “The Library’s Role in Educa- 
tion”. One librarian and one admins- 
trator from school and college libraries 
and a librarian and a trustee from a 
public library discussed the topic. 

Appearing on the panel were: Dr. 
R. A. McLemore, president, Mississip- 
pi College, Dr. J. S. Hartin, librarian, 
University Library, Dr. S. A. Brasfield, 
director, Division of Instruction State 
Department of Education. Mabel Gas- 
ton, librarian, Greenville High School, 
A. S. Weissinger, member Board of 
Supervisors, Bolivar County, Mrs. Au- 
gusta Richardson, librarian, Northeast 
Regional Library. 

The Book Dinner featured Zachary 
Ball, author of adventure yarns for 
teen-agers. For more about Ball and 
his stimulating talk see Sybil Ann 
Hanna’s article entitled, “Why Zachary 
Ball Writes for Teen-Agers.” 

At the last general meeting Satur- 
day morning election of officers for 
the coming year was held and reports 
of committees were presented. 


Page 195 








MLA‘s New Officers Have Achieved 
High Standards In Leadership 


The high quality of leadership which 
has nourished the growth of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association through 
the past 50 years will be continued 
through the election of officers at the 
annual meeting October 22-24. 

Elected to head MLA activities dur- 
ing 1960 were: Mrs. Mary Jo Magee, 
assistant librarian, Mississippi South- 
ern College, president; Alan Gordon 
Skelton, head of the research center 
library, U. S. Army Engineer Water- 
ways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, 
vice president; Mable Young Gaston, 
librarian, Greenville High School, sec- 
retary; Mrs. Iola Magee, head of the 
Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Library, 
treasurer. 

The new president received her edu- 
cation at Louisiana Polytechnical In- 
stitute in Ruston and at Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers. Before joining the 
library staff at Mississippi Southern 
College, she taught at Oak Grove High 
School in Logansport, Louisiana. She is 
a member of the American Library As- 
sociation, the Southeastern Library As- 
sociation and the Mississippi Library 
Association as well as The American 
Association of University Women. 

Skelton is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma. Prior to employment 
with the waterways experiment sta- 
tion, he was librarian and research 
assistant, Mid-Continent Oil and Gas 
Association, Tulsa, Oklahoma and also 
served as the secretary of the Asso- 
ciation’s Oil Field Nomenclature Com- 
mittee. He is a Phi Beta Kappa, a 
charter member of the Westminister 
Presbyterian Church in Vicksburg and 
is presently treasurer of the Carr Cen- 
tral Junior High PTA of Vicksburg. 
Skelton is also a member of the Men’s 
Garden Club of Vicksburg. He is a 
former chairman of the Special Li- 
braries Section of MLA and served 
this past year as treasurer of the Mis- 
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sissippi Library Association. 

Mable Gaston is a native of Calhoun 
City and received her education at 
Mississippi State College for Women 
and the University of Mississippi. She 
is a member of the American Library 
Association, Southeastern Library As- g 
soication and the Mississipi Library Me 
Association. She has served as vice : 
president of the Mississippi School Li- 
brarians, M.E.A. 

Mrs. S. F. Magee of Monticello, new 
treasurer of MLA, received her educa- 
tion at Mississippi Southern College 
and has done graduate work at Louisia- 
na State University. She was formerly 
a teacher in Monticello, Magnolia and 
Hollandale. Mrs. Magee is a member 
of the Federated Women’s Club of 
Monticello, of the American Library 
Association, the Southeastern Library 
Association and of the Mississippi 
group. 











THE H. R. HUNTTING 
COMPANY, INC. 


Any Book — Any Publisher 
Any Binding 


A million books in Adult and Juvenile 
Publishers’ Editions 


300,000 books in Huntting Quality 

Buckram Binding 

Exclusive Economy Binding when 

Desired. 
Come visit our new 70,000 foot 
warehouse and office 
Burnett Road and First Avenue 
Chicopee Falls 
(6 miles from Springfield) 
Massachusetts 
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“Why Zachary Ball Writes for Teen-agers” 


by 
SYBIL ANN HANNA 

Zachary Ball writes for youth be- 
cause he finds that this age of reader 
is a challenge, a changing reading pub- 
lic, and a little explored field of good 
character stories. 

Ball spoke frequently but briefly of 
each incident in his life that had a 
bearing on his writing. He was born 
in a log cabin in Missouri, attended 
school until he was in the seventh 
grade, at which time he quit to go to 
work. It was during a job as bell boy 
in a hotel in St. Joseph, Missouri, that 
he made his major decision concerning 
a life-time job. He became an actor 
in traveling shows, and for 25 years he 
and his brother toured the United 
States. But, Pearl Harbor and radio 
combined to put the finishing touches 
and a glorious end to tent shows, and 
Ball looked about for another career 
to support his wife and young son. 

His son, now 21 was born in Louisia- 
na while Ball and his troupe were play- 
ing Brookhaven. About seven years of 
Ball’s theatre life was spent in and 
around Mississippi. 

Ball says that when he went to 
Houston, Texas, to begin a writing ca- 
reer he was able to spend 18 months 
getting stories accepted in the western 
and pulp magazines beacuse he was 
blessed with a wife—with a job. But 
“a little bird” says that he sold news- 
papers all night and wrote all day. 
Then the glorious day came when his 
short stories were accepted and he 
was on the road to writing for a living. 

Ball turned away from his short 
stories about 10 years ago, when, look- 
ing for a new writing field, he liked 
the possibilities of the youth books. 
He states he is not a great writer; and 
feels he never will be, but if in his 
character studies, and strong plots with 
an element of suspense, plus a personal 
problem, meet a need with today’s 
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youth, he is happy with his contribv- 
tion to the publishing field. 

Ball remarked informally that every 
occasion where he has spoken, one 
question always is asked. “Why do you 
write under a pseudonym, “and how 
did you choose Zachary Ball?” His an- 
swer? “I wrote short stories using my 
name, Kelly Ray Masters, and when | 
began to write youth books I wanted 
to use a new style and to become dis- 
associated with my first work. I was 
living in Houston where Zachary Tay.- 
lor is popular still, and I liked the 
name Zachary. Lucille Ball was popu- 
lar at that time in the entertainment 
world, so I combined the names and 
became Zachary Ball.” 








BUY YOUR PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK CO. 


@ Colorful Bindings 
@ Bound to last the 
life of the book 


@ Prompt shipments 

@ Future dating on 
invoices, if desired 

Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Bivd. 
Chicago 7, Ilincis 
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Scholarship Fund 
Needs Your Help 


Let’s be reasonable—and generous. 
The same MLA that voted to offer an 
annual Scholarship to help recruitment 
to the library profession, will have to 
provide the funds to make the scholar- 
ship possible. An association whose 
membership numbers approximately 
650 should feel no pain from contrib- 
uting $300.00 a year to a cause whose 
subject heading is “Enlightened Self 
Interest.” 

Funds collected to date for the 1960- 
61 Scholarship amount to only $172.61. 
At this rate of giving we are just limp- 
ing along. Will 129 members who have 
not contributed to the scholarship this 
year please send in one dollar apiece? 
OR, will 65 members each send in two 
dollars? OR, will 24 members contri- 
bute five dollars? It’s as simple and 
easy as that. And, if there are any 
among us who are in need of reducing 
income taxes, large contributions may 
be the solution, for large contributions, 
as well as small, are deductible. 

Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Director 
of the Northeast Regional Library, 
Corinth, has been named Scholarship 
Fund Chairman for 1960. Applications 
for the scholarship should be mailed 
to her after the first of the year. 

Mrs. Iola Magee of Monticello is the 
new treasurer for MLA. Checks should 
be made out to the “MLA Scholarship 
Fund” and mailed to her after January 
lst. For the remainder of 1959 checks 
should be sent to Alan Skelton in 
Vicksburg. 


Membership Committee 


Your membership committee has 
worked hard this year to reach its 
goal set by ALA. This objective was 
successful enough, but with a delin- 
quent list of 17, our total membership 
is still low. If you haven’t renewed 
your membership for 1959, won’t you 
please to so without further delay? 


MISSISSIPPI MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Alberta Faye Edmondson 
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE 
AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
Forrest C. Palmer 
ASSOCIATION OF HOSPITALS 
AND INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 
Mrs. Martha S. Howard 
CHILDREN’S SERVICE DIVISION 
Mary Ellen Guess 
PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Mrs. Lucy W. Crittenden 
REFERENCE SERVICE DIVISION 
Mrs. Virginia M. Riggs 
RESOURCES AND TECHNICAL 
SERVICES DIVISION 
Alice G. Williford 
YOUNG ADULT 
SERVICE DIVISION 
Jennie Sue Coltharp 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Mrs. F. E. Gilliland 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
Alice R. Collins 
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Colonial Book Service 


Specialists in supplying the out-of-print books 
as listed in all Library Indices (Granger Poetry; 
Essay and General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Catalogue; Speech, 


WANT LISTS INVITED 
23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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Alan Skelton Pays Tribute to Jeanne Broach 


Alan Skelton, Librarian, Waterways 
Experiment Station, Vicksburg, paid 
the following tribute to Jeanne Broach, 
retiring president of the Mississippi 
Library Association during the recent 
MLA convention: 

“Do you know what happens to a 

smoker when you take his tobac- 
co away? 

an alcoholic when you take his 
liquor away abruptly? 

a diver when you haul him up 
from deep sea too fast? 

an athlete who doesn’t cool off 
slowly? 
“Do you know” — what happens when 

you rock the boat? 

or 

when you run out of gas? 

Yesterday a spine thrilling drama 
was enacted in this room. Only after 


a desperate struggle was our retiring 
president designated a member of the 
executive board. We almost did to her 
what could happen to the smoker, the 
alcoholic, the diver and the athlete 
if they aren’t careful. We about took 
Jeanne’s carbon paper away from her. 


Jeanne has been president some 700 
days. During that time she has averag- 
ed 20 letters a day,'7 copies of each. 
That makes 14,000 letters with carbon 
copies, 98,000 pieces of mail. Some 
51,000 of those letters had handwritten 
memos attached to them, too. 


Jeanne has been busy. Pause and 
think of what we almost did to her 
yesterday when she was about retired. 

Jeanne, the Executive Board has re- 
plenished your supply of carbon paper 
—here it is, carry on, Jeanne, Keep 
writing us.” Good Old Jeanne. 


Travel Information for ALA Convention In Montreal 
COST OF TOUR 


FROM JACKSON 


Transportation in chartered Trailways Silverliner Bus based on 28 or 


more 
One night in Nashville. 
One night in Toledo. 

One night in Toronto. 


aying (Buses available in 29, 33, 37 and 41 passenger sizes). 


Two nights in New York including baggage charge. 
All-day Tour of New York City including admissions. 


One night in Charlottsville. 
Tour through Monticello. 
* One Night in Chattanooga. 


HOTELS — BASED ON TWO PEOPLE SHARING TWIN BEDDED 


ROOMS WITH BATHS. 


*HOTEL COST DURING CONVENTION IN MONTREAL 
NOT INCLUDED. NO MEALS AT ALL ARE INCLUDED. 
PREPARED BY: TRAILWAYS TOURS 
201 East Pascagoula St. 


Jackson, Mississippi 


Phone: Fleetwood 3-6342 
* Hotel rates in Montreal (as per Hotel Red Book) range from $6.00 to $11.00. 
For further information write to Mary Love, 403 State Office 


Building, Jackson, Miss. 
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